1 , Michael J. Sullivan argues that "…in the absence of any published transplant evidence to support autologous and non-directed family banking, commercial cord banks currently offer a superfluous service. " Umbilical cord blood (CB) is a unique part of a baby's body that, if discarded -a decision that cannot be made by the child -is impossible to retrieve. Currently, following the documented success of bone marrow and peripheral blood transplantations, both allogeneic and autologous, there are numerous commercial and public CB stem cell cryopreservation banks, a fraction of which indeed offer services of questionable quality.
In general, a CB unit can be cryopreserved in public and private CB banks, exploited in non-profit or commercial research institutes with consent, or discarded after delivery. The latter occurs in ~99% of the cases -130 million CB units annually. Currently, there are 314,000 CB units available in the World Marrow Donor Association (WMDA) for public storage and more than 800,000 CB units in private CB banks. 
